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Chairman’s Welcome 

Alan has put together another excellent Fife Flying Club Newsletter for us and I hope you find something of 
interest.  National Fly Kids Day on 9th June was a great success.  We just managed to avoid the 
thunderstorms that swept much of west and central Scotland that day. You can read more about NFKD in 
the following pages. Upcoming events to look forward to are a demo of model aircraft flying on 2nd 
August, the Open Day & Fly in on 11th August and a talk by Edinburgh Air Traffic Control on 20th September. 

I’d like to extend a welcome to new members who’ve joined us this year and congratulations to Paul Cuss 
who passed his PPL skills test on 1st July. 

Chris Anderson 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

National Flying Kids Day 
As in previous years, Fife Flying Club was heavily involved in the National Flying Kids Day run by Aviation 
Without Borders.   We flew 16 kids and 9 carers on the 
day.  And yes, the young chap in the TB9 slept through 
the whole flight, and was fairly grumpy when he was 
forced to get out!  I will take that as a compliment to 
the smoothness of my flying….  The kids were from the 
Aberlour Childcare Trust. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



News from Tayside Aviation 
Tayside Aviation has recently taken delivery of a new 
flight simulator. It’s an ALSIM ALX and is a step-
change up from the previous one.  It can be 
configured as a range of aircraft; piston, turbo jet or pure jet, up to medium range airliner.  It’s fully 
certified for use to support a range of courses including jet and Multi Crew Co-operation courses.  We have 
been invited to try it out so the committee will be looking to arrange an evening visit to Dundee, perhaps 
later in the year. 

The PA28 fleet are in for a make-over!  Starting shortly they will be taken off-line one at a time and 
upgraded with new seating, carpeting and trim etc.  We look forward to seeing the refurbished aircraft at 
Fife in due course.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Airprox over Kinross  

This article appeared in a recent edition 
of the Courier.  The incident happened 
on 8th April this year.  I don’t know about 
you, but the airstrip at Balado is not 
uppermost in my thinking when I’m out 
that way.  It probably should be. Instead, 
I’m focussed on looking out for gliders. 
Potential problems are not necessarily far 
away on some long distance cross-
country excursion.  They are just as likely 
to be close to home. You can see the full 
Airprox Board report number 2018046 
below. 

Chris Anderson  

https://www.airproxboard.org.uk/uploadedFiles/Content/Standard_content/Airprox_report_files/201
8/New_Assessed_Folder/Airprox%20Report%202018046.pdf 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Radek Kuczkowski – Many Club members will know Radek.  He was a full-time instructor at Fife 
through 2017 and latterly instructed on a part-time basis.  He has been successful in landing a job as 1st Officer with 
the airline WIZZAIR on A320s.  He’ll be doing his type rating at Sofia and will then be based at Riga. We wish him the 
best of luck for the future. 
 



An Air Experience to Remember 

It was July 1965. I was 18 years old and it was the week of the ATC Summer Camp, which was 
the best week of the year for any ATC cadet.   Our squadron was at RAF Waddington.  It was the 
height of the Cold War and Waddington was then a V Bomber station with Vulcan squadrons 
based there.  Although the Cuban Missile Crisis had been more than two years before, it was 
nevertheless very much in the forefront of everyone’s thinking.    We were excited, indeed 
privileged, to be on a station where the nuclear deterrent was on stand-by.  The importance of 
security on the station was firmly impressed upon us; the fact that we all had to wear identity tags 
made us feel part of it, although, of course, we weren’t. However this wasn’t the most exciting thing 
I remember about my week at Waddington.   

The week began with the usual round of visits to the various sections on the station where the 
technicalities of running a V Bomber force were explained to us, as far as the Official Secrets Act 
allowed.  Soon it was midweek and a warm summer’s day.  There were a couple of Chipmunks at 
Station Flight for air experience flights and after a while it was my turn to get my 30 minutes. I 
recognised the pilot as a Flight Lieutenant who had shown us round his ‘office’ in the Vulcan the 
day before. A couple of months previously, I had completed a Flying Scholarship at Perth and had 
a brand new PPL in the top pocket of my battledress blouse. In those days an ATC Flying 
Scholarship paid for four weeks accommodation and 30 hours flying which, then, was enough to 
qualify for a PPL, as long as you kept on your toes and the weather was reasonably favourable.  

The pilot noticed my Flying Scholarship wings badge and asked what I would like to do with my all-
too-brief minutes in the air.  Wanting to make the best of my MOD-funded time on a Chipmunk by 
keeping up my landing skills I said I’d like to do a few circuits. He said that was fine but as he didn’t 
have a QFI rating he couldn’t let me fly from the front seat. However, he said, “I’ll deal with the 
radio, you fly the plane, let’s go.” I waddled out to the aircraft with a parachute strapped to my 
backside and climbed into the back seat.  While I was getting strapped in he ensured that I knew 
the essential numbers and gave me some brief words of advice. 

All went fine for the first couple of circuits and a touch-and-
go took us into the third one. I was feeling a bit smug as we 
joined the downwind leg. I was vaguely aware of the Air 
Traffic Controller saying something about a Vulcan on a 
straight-in approach for a touch-and-go but I wasn’t really 
listening. I was concentrating on the downwind checks.  
The pilot asked me if I could see the Vulcan. It was below 

and to the left, on a reciprocal track. I thought he was ensuring I didn’t miss the spectacle, but 
maybe he was dropping a strong hint. Maybe he was hoping I would extend the downwind leg to 
give a bit more separation between us and the Vulcan…  Meanwhile I was focussed on lining up 
the Chippie for the landing. The pilot obligingly leaned over to one side so I could peer over his 
right shoulder to get a better view of the runway ahead.  I had just turned on to the final approach 
when to my great surprise and consternation the Chipmunk reared up like a spooked horse. 

 “I have control !”, called the pilot and he immediately got us back on an even keel, which was just 
as well as we were at about 500 ft and probably a second or two away from a full-blown stall. The 
Vulcan meanwhile continued its touch-and-go and lifted off, disappearing in a cloud of black smoke 
as he increased the power.  



I can’t remember whether we landed or did a go-around. I do recall that I felt particularly stupid not 
to have realised the dangers of the wake vortex from the mighty Vulcan. They hadn’t thought to 
mention wake turbulence when I was on my Flying Scholarship at Perth, where the largest aircraft 
in the circuit was a Cessna 310 and the runways were grass.  Maybe they didn’t know about it. 

Fifty years later a talk at a club night at the flying club seriously challenged my assumptions as to 
what really happened that day, and made me re-assess the whole episode.  A retired test pilot had 
just given a fascinating talk to club members about some of his more interesting airborne 

experiences. He had been involved during 
the mid-1960s in a detailed investigation 
into the effects of wake turbulence.  He 
described how he had narrowly escaped a 
sticky end in a two-seat fast jet which was 
thrown 180 degrees over on to its back 
while following a large transport aircraft 
coming in to land. The result was a 
serious contact with the tarmac in an 
inverted condition.  Both pilots were lucky 
to get away with their lives.  The other 

crew member sustained injuries which, although not life threatening, blighted the rest of his career.  
I told him the story of my circuits in the Chipmunk at Waddington. I suggested that the pilot had 
been well aware of the consequences of approaching to land a minute or two behind the Vulcan 
and had wanted to give me a graphic demonstration, thereby teaching me a lesson I wouldn’t 
forget.   The test pilot’s view was that it was highly unlikely my pilot was expecting such a violent 
outcome, as wake turbulence was only being fully researched at that time.  So not only did I learn 
about flying from my ATC air experience flight at Waddington, the Vulcan pilot in the Chipmunk 
probably did too !   

Chris Anderson 
This was published in “Pilot” magazine in the March 2018 issue on the ILAFT page under the title 
of The Vulcan’s Wake. If the story seems familiar that’s because a shorter version appeared in the 
FFC Newsletter of November 2013. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name that Plane….. 
 
This one was a Douglas DC-5 (from the 
same family as the DC-3).  Only 12 were 
built.      

 
 
 
 

 
How about this one?  And yes, that is Fife Airport.  Can anyone recall when this happened? I took 
the photo on film, hence no digital date with it. AL 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 



What?  No Engine? 
A year or more ago I mentioned to my partner 
that I had only ever spent 15 minutes aloft in a 
glider, and that I kept meaning to go along to 
Portmoak and give it a go again.  Christmas 2016 
– a gift voucher appeared for a full day gliding 
experience at Portmoak.  Due to the vagaries of 
UK weather, I finally managed to go along in June 
this year and spent a fantastic day flying aircraft 
with no engines!  Weird, but fun. 

It’s an early start at Portmoak – 8am.  No noise 
abatement requirements!  I met Chris Robertson, my instructor for the day.  He only has 25 years and 
20,000 plus launches and over 5,000 hours in gliders.  A retired engineer, formerly RAF, he also has some 
tales to tell of flying back seat in an F4 Phantom or two – but that’s another story.  

Portmoak field is much bigger than you think and vehicular transport is a must to get to the launch point 
whatever direction the wind is blowing.  After a detailed briefing from Chris, we set off to the loch end of 
the field.  The high pressure zone was bringing weak easterlies – not ideal for gliding along the Bishop 
ridge, but enough to dictate the winch launch into wind, to the east.   

After some familiarisation with the glider – an ASK21 - two other chaps along for a taster day had flights 
before me. Disconcertingly, you wear a parachute in a glider.  It makes the fairly austere seat a bit more 
comfortable.  Climbing in is a bit of a conundrum, as the glider balances on it’s belly wheel and a large 
bloke getting in at the nose upsets the balance.  

I expected the winch launch to be boring and 
benign.  No chance.  Nought to 60 in about 5 
seconds, with a humungous winch motor at the far 
end of the airfield with two cables side-by-side 
hauling away.  In no time the glider is levelling off 
around 800 feet and the release is pulled, and you 
stick the nose down and you are flying… without an 
engine.  Weird.  Because you can talk to the guy in 
the back without a headset or an intercom.  And 
the view from that all-round canopy is stunning.  The photo above shows us downwind, heading for Loch 
Leven at about 57kts, with lift showing on the vario – the ultimate goal of any glider pilot is to get lift.   
Later in the day after three winch launches I was treated to a tug launch.  The SGU have a 100hp Eurofox  
taildragger (G-OSGU) that they use to pull gliders up – 
usually to around 2-3,000 feet, but sometimes higher.  
They will also use the tug to take gliders away from the 
field to find lift. 

The tug launch was much more benign than the winch.  
The Eurofox has enough power to do the job – but only 



just.  The SGU are awaiting delivery of a 120hp version which should give them a bit more margin when 
tugging.   

Most spectacular bit of the tug launch – the detach.  
The Eurofox engine has no worries about shock 
cooling in a descent, so the pilot – an A320 driver 
during the week – gets the aircraft back down as 
quickly as possible for the next tug.  That’s about a 
70-degree dive in the photo opposite.  The pilot has 
to remember the 100 feet or so of cable trailing 
behind, so landing approaches tend to be steep with 
a late pull-out. 

Did I enjoy my day gliding?  Put it this way – I have 
signed up for the beginner’s pack, got my 
membership number and can now turn up and fly 

with an instructor when I want.  My aim – get solo.  Then see where I go from there.  Would I recommend 
you have a go – if you haven’t flown in a glider or experienced a winch launch – get yourself along to 
Portmoak and try it out!  You won’t regret it.  I love powered flying but there is something addictive about 
gliding – the thrill when that vario starts to show “up” and you know you can stay up there a bit longer.  
I’ve been back on two separate occasions now and am passed the first page in my logbook.  Conditions 
with the high pressure and light winds have not been ideal for long flights but I am bashing the circuit and 
being allowed to do more and more each flight.  Watch this space for more….                                  Alan Laing 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fife Flying Club Baseball Hats and Stuff…. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

There is now a range of items available with the flying club logo for sale in the portacabin.  These 
are available to all – except the sew-on badges, which are for members only.  The car stickers are 
free.  The hats, £10, the sew on badges £5 and the mugs go for £10. Funds raised go back into the 
club’s coffers. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



A Bit of Nostalgia 
Do you remember rain?  
The wet stuff that used to 
fall from the sky.   
And, there used to be a lot 
of aircraft based at Fife.  
This photo was taken in 
January 2007.  
All the Cessnas and the 
Grob used to fit in Hangar 
1! 
I can only guess the rain 
came on suddenly that day 
after everyone thought it 
was going to be flyable. 
 
 
 
Compare the picture with one 
grabbed recently from the 
webcam….. 
 
 
 
 
And this one, taken just a few 
months ago…. 
 
 
 
Have you got any interesting or unusual photos of Fife Airport that we could publish in the 
Newsletter?  Send them to alandi@globalnet.co.uk 



LAPL Validity 
 
Trying to find your way through the forest of rules and regulations around the validity of the 
LAPL is daunting.  Here’s an explanation,  courtesy of Flight Instructor Malcolm Spaven: 
 
A LAPL(A) does not have a class rating attached to it.  Consequently its validity is not tied to 
a specific revalidation date; it has a rolling two-year validity.  The privileges of the licence 
only remain valid if you have completed, in the last 24 months: 
 

- At least 12 hours flight time as PIC, including 12 take-offs and landings; and 
- Refresher training of at least 1 hour of total flight time with an instructor. 

 
If you do not meet these requirements you will need to: 
 
- Complete a proficiency check with an examiner before you exercise the privileges of the 
licence; or 
- Complete the additional flight time or take-offs and landings to  
 
meet the requirements above ,flying dual or solo, under the supervision of an instructor. 
 
The authority for this is EASA Part-FCL, FCL.140.A LAPL(A).  Note that if you are short of the 
12 hours PIC in the last two years, all you need to do is fly the requisite number of hours 
solo under the supervision of an instructor. 
 
One other point.  On your LAPL licence, the 'Certificate of Revalidation' section will always 
be blank, because a LAPL doesn't have ratings.  Don't get confused by the fact that in 
Section XII of the licence - 'Ratings, certificates and privileges' - the CAA lists "SEP (land)" - 
that's simply a privilege of the LAPL, not a rating (despite having the same name as a 
rating!). 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Nice paint job….. 
 

 
One of Fife’s resident privately owned 
aircraft returned from down south 
recently with a spectacular new paint job.  
Looks nice. 
 
Sit down….  How much does a paint job 
cost these days…..? 
 

£11,000…… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



               What’s That? 
 
A test – what does the “FIW” south of Fife mean on the 1:500,000 
chart?   
 
And – isn’t it interesting how an aerodrome seems to be getting 
surrounded by windfarms….   

  
And – Fife’s new frequency as of August 15th will be 130.455 MHz. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

‘Winkle’- o ne of the world’s greatest pilots. 
 
Former pilots of Edinburgh University Air Squadron are behind a bid to raise funds of £100,000 to commemorate one 
of the world’s greatest pilots, Captain Eric ‘Winkle’ Brown, who was brought up in the Scottish 
Borders, schooled at Edinburgh’s Royal High School, studied German at Edinburgh University 
and trained to fly at what was then RAF Turnhouse in the late 1930s. 
 
With the financial support of many former squadron members, private individuals and corporate 
donors, together with invaluable assistance from Edinburgh Airport Limited, the first phase of the 
project to install a bronze statue of Winkle on the Plaza to the east entrance at Edinburgh Airport 
has now been completed and was unveiled by His Royal Highness Prince Andrew on the 2nd July.  
The life-size statue depicts him as a young pilot in 1930’s style flying gear striding towards his 
aircraft. The airport management estimate it will be seen by upward of 10 million passengers per 
year. An honour guard was provided by some student pilots from the East of Scotland University 
Air Squadron and a contingent of Naval Cadets.  

 
The second phase, which is on-going, is to raise significant funds for Winkle Brown Flying Scholarships to enable 
some of today’s youngsters, including those who are from disadvantaged backgrounds, to experience the life 
enhancing benefits of flying in light aircraft. 
 
Everyone interested in helping some of today’s youngsters to take off into life- enhancing flying experiences and 
possible careers in aviation, or to stimulate interest in STEM subjects, can find out more about Winkle Brown, 
including watching a video at the Eric Winkle Brown page of the Edinburgh University Air Squadron website. Then, if 
you wish, please make a contribution to his memory.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fife Airport will be closed for a Supercar event on the following Friday - 28th September, 2018.  
Aero Model Flying Night  2nd August– Don Imrie of Glenrothes Aeromodelling Club will give a talk in the Tipsy Nipper 
on model aircraft followed by a flying demonstration.  Come along and see some superb models in the air !  7:30pm 
Thursday 2nd August. 

Reminder - Open Day & Fly-in 11th August – Fife Airport Open Day & Fly-in is on Saturday 11th August.  We are 
looking for some volunteers to help make it a success.  Let Chris Anderson know if you could give us some of your time 
on the day or on the Friday evening (10th).  
 
Edinburgh ATC  20th September -  Club member Martyn Segar and colleagues from Edinburgh Airport Air Traffic 
Control will be giving a presentation in the Tipsy Nipper at 7:30 on Thursday 20th September.  This is one not to be 
missed ! 
 

- We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter – if you have any 
articles, points of view, photos, etc, that you would like to share 

with the other members through the Newsletter, please send 
them to the Editor – Alan Laing – at . alandi@globalnet.co.uk


