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Chairman’s Welcome 

Thanks to Alan Laing for another excellent Fife Flying Club Newsletter. I’m sure you’ll find something of interest in 
here.   

The Open Day & Fly-in on 21st September was very successful due in no small part to the good weather and the help 
of members and folk from Dundee University Aeronautical Society.  We had up to 35 aircraft flying in and 150 
movements – Steve Murray’s busiest day on the radio for a long time.  Furthest fly-in was from Gamston.  The Flying 
Club was responsible for marshalling the car parking and we estimated that around 600 cars arrived bringing 
approximately 1800 visitors.   We flew seven pleasure flights involving 14 passengers, at least one of whom has since 
joined the club and commenced training. 

I’d like to extend a warm welcome to new members who’ve joined us this year and congratulations to Michael 
Alatsaris, Arran Walker, Glenn Brown, Andrew Mak and Neil Forrester who have all passed their PPL skills test since 
the June Newsletter.                                                                                                                               Chris Anderson 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Flight Training Group Formed. Aeros Flight Training and Tayside 
Aviation have formed a working partnership to build the UKs largest network 
of modular flight training Academies. The entity created brings together a considerable force over 
ten sites in the UK with additional sites in Europe and the USA. The Group provides over 65 Aircraft, 
35 Flight instructors, 4 approved simulators and 3 ATPL Theory training centres. Embedded within 
the training is a BSc Honours Degree in Professional Pilot Practice and the Structured Modular 
Programme Fastrack. The Structured Modular programme essentially integrates the modules into a 
seamless process with significant costs saving over the integrated system. Earlier this year Aeros and 
Tayside introduced Flightlogger to help schedule and share resources to maximise aircraft 
utilisation. The fleet of seven DA42 aircraft are positioned where they need to be and when they 
need to be there so as not to have expensive resources under-utilised. Instructors are using iPad 
electronic flight bag systems to integrate student records.  
The Flight Training Group use foundation centres across the UK to feed students into the main ATO 
sites. These ATOs are based at Dundee, Doncaster, Coventry, Gloucester and Cardiff with Foundation 
Centres delivering the initial training at Fife, Glasgow, Leeds, Bristol and Jersey in the UK. The 
Group includes CAT3C bringing three ATPL Theory sites at Dundee, Doncaster and Gloucester. The 
Group are targeting an annual throughput of 500 Airline Pilots and already have placement schemes 
with several airlines. Tayside Aviation’s Managing Director Jim Watt says; “Both Aeros and Tayside 
are family run businesses with quality and family values at the heart of what we do. We have for 
many years now shared a similar ethos and in these times of high demand it makes absolutely good 
sense to combine our forces”.  
Further information can be found at www.aeros.co.uk Full entry requirements for the degree course can be viewed at 
www.taysideaviation.com, by calling (01382) 644372 or emailing recruitment@taysideaviation.com. Contacts Nick Dunn, 
MD Aeros & Jim Watt MD Tayside Aviation.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



An old friend gets a facelift 
G-BIIT, a PA28 which is one of the longest serving aircraft in the Tayside 
Aviation fleet, has had a very welcome refurbishment.  Seats, headlining, 
carpets and trim have all been renewed and a fresh paint job applied 
externally.  G-EVIE has also had the treatment and the rest of the fleet is 
being similarly upgraded, being taken out of service on a rotational basis.  
The work is being carried out by a specialist firm operating at Eshott in 
Northumberland.  

 

IT’s new look, with 
earlier guises above. 
New interior below. 

 
 
 

 
“India Tango” has a long 
history at Fife airfield. It was 
the workhorse of Tayside 
Aviation from 1981 to 2006. It 
first appears in my logbook on 
20th December 1998 when I 
flew a 75 minute type 
conversion with Bill 

Henderson, the then CFI and airfield manager at Fife. In July 2006 it was sold to Highland Flying School at 
Inverness. In 2009, “IT” came back home to Tayside and has been a familiar sight at Fife on a regular basis 
ever since.                                                                                                                                               Chris Anderson   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fife Flying Club Baseball Hats and Stuff  (make great Xmas gifts)….  

There 
is 
now a 

range of items available with the flying club logo for sale in the portacabin.  These are 
available to all – except the sew-on badges, which are for members only.  The car stickers 
are free.  The hats, £7, the sew-on badges £3.50 and the mugs go for £5.  Funds raised go 
back into the club’s coffers.    NB: Prices discounted for Christmas!  



Meet the Member – Ross Grieve 
First Flight ever. 

After being born in Australia, my first flight was at 18 
months old on a British Airways B777 back to the UK via 
Singapore (or so I’m told).  

First Flight in a light aircraft 

At the age of 5, my Dads work friend offered to take us 
up in what I believe was a PA28 Warrior (no one can 
100% remember) for a local flight around Inverness.  

What sparked your interest in flying? 

Growing up abroad for the first 16 years of my life resulted in a lot of travelling back and forth to 
the UK for the holidays. Specifically flying back on KLM and BA from Muscat, the airport had no jet 
bridges at the time so walking up the stairs onto the widebodies was my favourite, getting to see 
the engines and airframe up close.  

Where did you learn to fly? 

My first air experience flight was with Highland Aviation when I was 14 on holiday in Inverness. 
Then I started my training on and off at Fife when I was back in the UK on summer holidays. Flying 
with Tayside I had Gavin as my first instructor, and Jeremy took over half way through to complete 
the rest of my training.   

How long have you been a member of Fife Flying Club ? 

Probably since starting my flying at Fife, around 6 years.  

How many hours have you now? 

Just over 100 hours. 

When did you start covering the radios at Fife? 

Having passed the ROCC theory and practical exams in May of this year, I’d been training with 
Steve across June and July, and was signed off in August. I’ve covered a couple of times now, and 
hope to be more available when not at Uni.  

Favourite/most interesting airfield you’ve landed a t? 

Oban, the scenery to get over there is amazing and the circuit over the water is always interesting. 

What aircraft have you flown solo and what do you f ly now? 

I’ve only ever flown the Tayside PA28 warriors’ solo, and I keep current with the private hire 
aircraft. I would definitely be interested in getting some more experience on other A/C types.  

What is the most interesting/exciting aircraft you’ ve flown in? 

This summer I was lucky enough to fly to Florida on the B787 Dreamliner, the engineering of the 
aircraft is unbelievable with the Carbon composites and sleek design. And from a passenger 
perspective it was the most comfortable flight I’ve had to date.  



What is your favourite aeroplane of all time? 

As a kid/teenager my favourite aircraft was probably the Avro RJ/ Bae 146, it was such a small 
aircraft to have 4 engines and somehow it still managed to operate into London city. I would 
probably say I favour the B747 now, with such a rich history and the basis of modern widebody 
design, it has opened up flying to the masses.  

Have you ever had to forced land or had any other h airy moments you’d care to tell us 
about? 

Fortunately, I have not yet had to experience a forced landing or any sort of in air emergency 
(touch wood). I’ve had my headset fail on the ground and an alternator fail on the ground. I’ve also 
managed to ground 2 Tayside aircraft during the same day for separate issues (sorry Malcolm!), 
one was a mag drop issue and the other an engine temp indication issue.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

G-OASK – More News 
 
Syndicate Shares available in Second School Build-a-Plane Project…. 
We are delighted to announce that following on from the success of the Aero Space Kinross Build-a-Plane 
project with Kinross High School, we 
are about to embark on another 
Eurofox build.  This time, the kit will be 
assembled at Strathallan School, 
Forgandenny, Perth.   
There is an opportunity to be involved 
from the outset of this project. Shares 
are available for £7500.  Contact: 
alisdair@aerospacekinross.com  m: 
07825 698613 
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

FFC “Christmas” Dinner – 2019. 
 
The club will be holding its Annual Dinner (almost a Christmas Dinner) in the Tipsy Nipper 
on 29th November, 2019.  All welcome.  The price will be £16.25 a head, 3-course meal with 
tea/coffee to follow. 
 
(We’ve been asked why so early….  Getting dates in December in any restaurant can be 
difficult.  And having it this early means diaries are clearer….) 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 



A Day out to Oban…….  (part 2) 
 
Last time … July 2018 and La Famille Crabb is about to embark 
on their annual sojourn in the South of France. I’d taken Lesley to 
Oban in the TB9 for lunch the day before we went but we’d 
become stranded when a plane with a family of Austrian tourists 
on board ran off the end of the Oban runway, closing the airport. 
Having abandoned the plane at Oban we were now on a train out 
of Oban for Crianlarich; Shona, my long-suffering wife having 
agreed to drive from Perth to meet us. 

The railway journey from Oban to Crianlarich is very picturesque 
and it was a glorious evening with the sun really lighting up the 
heather on the hillsides. I’ve driven (and flown) to Oban on 
several occasions but never by train so this was the first time I’d really had the opportunity to take 
in the scenery as the train wended its way through the hills; a bit of a consolation for our aborted 
day trip. 

By sheer coincidence, Shona arrived in Crianlarich just as we got off the train and walked out of 
the station so we were immediately in the car and heading home to Perth, which only left the small 
matter of who would fetch the plane, how would they do it and when? 

I’d spoken to Alan Laing two or three times during the afternoon and felt a wee bit guilty as I 
thought I’d kind of dumped the problem on him. Alan was due to fly the parachute plane on the 
Saturday and the weather forecast for Oban on the Sunday wasn’t looking great so it was looking 
from the start that Monday would be the earliest opportunity! 

Anyway, after a bit of scouting around and various dead ends, Alistair Shaw offered to take Alan to 
Oban. Unfortunately, the 152 (G-BITF) wasn’t available nevertheless, Alistair said he’d gladly drive 
to Oban … how’s that for helping in a problem? 

Sunday’s weather was pretty grim and poor BKUE had to endure sitting out in the rain, but Monday 
turned out slightly better, so Alan and Alistair headed off to Oban (“Been driven rapidly here by 
Alastair....”). Lunch at the Connell Hotel looking out at some decidedly low, grey, claggy cloud and 
Alan decides the trip’s a “go” so having bid farewell and thanks to Alistair, he sets off. One hour 
later and a rather circuitous low-level route back because of all the low cloud, Alan lands at Perth 
(oh, didn’t I say? The TB9 was due into Perth for a 50-hour so it wasn’t meant to go back to Fife in 
the first place). 

So, what of the Austrians and their damaged plane at Oban? 

Well, in April this year I took Samantha over to Oban for (yet another) bite to eat in the Lochnell 
Arms. While there, I got talking to Dixie at the airport and she told me that the Austrian plane had 
only just left Oban a couple of weeks previously. The owner had had it repaired on site (must have 
been no mean feat managing that from Austria!) and it was ready to go but stormy weather 
resulted in further damage to the aircraft, delaying its departure while that was fixed. 

All in all, that must have been an expensive holiday for the poor folk! 

You know, we engage in this flying lark for fun. Being able to jump into the TB9 and a little over an 
hour later be on Islay, in downtown Plockton or looking at the Connell Sound in Oban, I never tire 
of looking down at the lochs, hills and heather of Scotland from 5,000ft-6,000ft on a gloriously 
sunny day. It really is a privilege that few others can experience. 



This whole escapade just goes to show how a simple day trip can easily turn into something 
almost nightmarish if it weren’t for the ability to call on support and assistance of other like-minded 
folk. 

And finally … 

� thanks to Alan Laing and Alistair Shaw for recovering the TB9 while I and the rest of Crabbs 
swanned off to France! 

� thanks to Shona and Samantha for driving to Crianlarich on an evening when we should have 
been finalising our packing! 

And finally finally … 

August 2019 and La Famille Crabb is about to embark on their annual sojourn in the South of 
France … and I was told, in no uncertain terms, that I wasn’t going anywhere in the plane the day 
before … !!! 

Peter Crabb 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name that Plane…… 
This is the Convair XF-Y1 “Pogo” aircraft.  Developed in the early 1950s, 
the idea was a precursor to the Harrier and other such planes.  Contra-
rotating propellers, powered by two early turbo-prop engines, meant 
that there was no residual torque.  The concept was also tested by 
Lockheed with their “Salmon” aircraft.  Neither progressed to an 
operational aircraft – imagine the job of the pilot, squinting over his 
shoulder trying to bring the thing back to a precise landing. On a ship.  
In heavy seas.  At night….?  Have a look for the test flight films on 
Youtube – it did fly but was hard work.. 
    (The kit in the photo is a 1/48 Lindberg kit – not renowned for their 
accuracy but still available and an interesting addition to your model 
aircraft collection!  The kit comes with the humungously long 
stepladder needed for the pilot to get in the plane). 
 
 
 

 
 
- And the plane for this newsletter…….  Seen 
at Oshkosh – there were at least two of them 
on display.  It is a GA aircraft, available in kit 
form….. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

------------------------------- 

 

 



An Oshkosh Adventure. 

A friend of mine has been out to the 
annual EAA airshow at Oshkosh a 
number of times.  He has been on at 
me every year to go with him – so, 
thanks to a lot of Avios gained in my 
old job, I finally gave in and flew out 
and met him (Richard Street, late of 
FFC) and his Dad in Chicago this July.  
We drove up to Oshkosh where we had rented a family home Airbnb for the week.   

Oshkosh regularly attracts tens of 
thousands of light aircraft – over 10,000 
visited during the week, with many staying 
several days with their pilots camping out 
under the wings….  In addition, over 
640,000 people visited the air show over 
the week.  Truly staggering numbers, and 
with near perfect weather all week, a 
fantastic experience.  The USAF like to 
put on a show and their aircraft were there 
in droves, along with around a thousand 
warbirds and antique aircraft from all eras. Two Ford Trimotors from the 1930s flew non-stop 
pleasure flights every day.  Four Bell 47 helicopters flew over 3,000 pleasure trips at $47 a go (and 
I was in one twice!)  And for $500 you could fly in a B-17. 

The F-16s of the Thunderbirds sadly did not do a spot at 
the show other than a fly-through in formation en-route to 
another venue on just one day.   

There were more DC-3s than you could shake a stick at 
(Malcolm Spaven would have been in heaven) and multiple 
formation flights by modern and warbird types.  Formations 
of Trojans (16 in all) and Harvards (see below) - mixed with 
each other overhead, separated by altitude.  All the while, 
GA aircraft were coming and going underneath, with the 
two long Oshkosh runways divvied up by coloured spots – 
the R/T instructions were “land on the green spot and 
vacate” and the aircraft behind “land on the red spot and 
vacate”.  I have a superb shot of an antique Cessna 170 
lining up as an A-10 Thunderbolt taxied by…. 

A definite highlight for me was an evening interview session in the open air theatre with Michael 
Collins, Command Module Pilot on Apollo 11 and his old friend Joe Engle who flew the X-15 and 
then two Space Shuttle missions. His story of rolling the X-15 and explaining why to his seniors 
was hilarious…  all enjoyed sitting outside on a fine summer evening. 

Another highlight for me was seeing the world’s only flying North American F-82 Twin Mustang.  It 
was parked up on the ground most of the week (like all Oshkosh attendees, you can walk up and 



touch the aircraft, there are no 
barriers) but finally flew on the 
Saturday.  A strange beastie, 
designed to be a long-range fighter 
escort for B-29s in Korea.   

There were two evening fireworks 
displays where several hundred 
thousand-dollars-worth of fireworks 
must have been let off.  Followed by 

two evening air shows – formation 
flying and aerobatics in the dark, 
complete with wing tip pyrotechnics 
to make the aircraft visible.   

If you have heard of Oshkosh and 
have always wanted to go – do it.  It 
is a must for any aviation-lover.  
Never mind the airshow, there are 
the vendor stands, the aerojumble 
tents, the seaplane/floatplane show 
at the nearby lake, the free classes 
in everything from navigation to building your own plane, the Experimental Aircraft Association 
museum and associated display hangars and the sheer enthusiasm of thousands of aircraft 
enthusiasts all around you.  Will I go back – heck yes. Maybe not next year but yes, I will go back.  
What a hoot.   

We plan to have a Club evening where I will show some of the 2,000 photos I took, and the various 
videos….  And I will also talk about the trip out and back, which, thanks to Avios, was 
Club/Business and First Class all the way. An aviation experience in itself!                    Alan Laing  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Two Books – two stories…. 

Thanks to Chris Anderson I recently 
finished the book on the right – the 
story of the RAF Black Buck (Vulcan) 
missions to bomb Stanley Airport 
during the Falklands War. It made for 
an interesting contrast with the book 
on the left, which I read some years 
ago.  The author on the left – Royal 
Navy – the sources on the right – 
Royal Air Force.   

The efficacy and effect of the Black 
Buck missions has always been a 
source of controversy. I don’t think 



that reading the Vulcan 607 book has helped my understanding at all!  Anyone else read both and 
have a view?  I am particularly interested in the note in the Sea Harrier book that says the bombs 
on the Black Buck 2 mission didn’t go off as they hadn’t been fused!  Can anyone clarify?  - AL 

---------------------------- 

Will your Personal Locator Beacon work when you really need it ? 
I bought a PLB nine years ago, a Kannad XS4 GPS, and I always take it with me when I’m flying.  The battery was due 
to be replaced in 2016.  I test it from time to time and when I checked it earlier this year it was still producing a 
strong signal.  However, I came to the conclusion I was pushing my luck and decided to get the battery replaced. 

Not a problem, I thought.  I’ll just drop in to Harry Mendelssohn’s in Colinton Road next time I’m in Edinburgh ‘cause 
that’s where I bought it’.  I gave them a call just to check their hours of business.  It turns out they are not authorised 
to service Kannad items.  However, they were as helpful as they could be in the circumstances and gave me the 
contact details for two companies who can do it.   Both are in the south of the country, one in Sussex and the other 
in Devon.  I chose Spares Marine in Torquay. Their website gave me all the details I needed.  I posted it off in a jiffy 

bag and paid for Royal Mail Special Delivery because you can track it and you 
are entitled to compensation if it gets lost.  Spares Marine turned it round 
promptly and it came back via a-man-in-a-van two or three days later.   It’s got a 
sticker on it which reassuringly states that battery is good for another six years.  
The cost?  £87.94 including vat and shipping.  Add to that my outlay for Royal 
Mail Special Delivery and you’ve not much change out of £100. Mendelssohn’s 
are no longer selling Kannad but an equivalent PLB by another maker is £215.  
So replacing my battery was not cheap and it wasn’t easy but it’s going to 
summon the helicopter if I need it. 

I’ll conclude this story by saying that a couple of years ago all Tayside aircraft were equipped with locator beacons, so 
if you only ever fly Tayside aircraft you don’t need your own.  However, I still carry mine in a Tayside PA28 because if 
the proverbial hits the fan I’ll know exactly where it is… round my neck on the end of a lanyard.  Chris Anderson 

------------------------------------------------- 

Golfing Crows….. 

Steve Murray reports seeing a crow drop something onto the threshold of runway 24. It 
bounced…..  Seems some enterprising but short-sighted crows are picking up golf balls from the 
golf course, believing they are eggs, and are dropping them on the runway to crack them open.   

-------------------------- 

Interesting visitor to Fife….  
And a passer-by….. 
Steve Murray snapped G-DRAM on a 
rare visit to Fife on October 22nd.  That 
undercarriage arrangement suggests a 
slightly flatter than normal approach 
and flare might be appropriate? 



Fly-by….? 
On the day before the Open Day some of us were at the 
airfield making preparations.  A beautiful contrail appeared 
to the south, and went directly overhead the airfield.  It was 
clearly a Boeing 747….  But a bit shorter and stumpier than 
usual.   
It was a 747SP – a “special performance” version with a 
truncated fuselage and the same wing as the full-size 747 – 
hence long range with a smaller payload.   
But Steve Murray (looking at Flightradar) yells out of the 
portacabin – “It’s SOFIA”!!        SOFIA – a NASA/DLR 
collaborative flying infra-red telescope.  En-route from 

Frankfurt (DLR is a German research 
organisation) to the USA.  The 747 
carries the telescope above the bulk 
of earth‘s atmosphere which blocks 
out IR radiation to an extent. 
The aircraft was at 36,000 feet when it 
passed over Fife….  Can we count that 
as a fly-by to add to the Open Day 
statistics?   

(Thanks to Wikipedia for the photo). 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 Fife Airport Open Day 21st September 2019. 
The airport hosted its annual open day and fly-in on Saturday 21st 
September.  Thankfully, we cancelled the earlier date in August which 
turned out to be wet and windy.  We were exceedingly lucky on the 
21st with sun and blue skies. 
Steve Murray recorded over 150 movements on the day and from his 
records produced the list opposite – 28 aircraft but he believes a few 
may have slipped through his net.  (eg - G-OSGU – the glider tug!  Ed) 
A glider flew in from Portmoak and was tugged out at the end of the 
day.  We had the Mark 26 Spitfire from Perth and an autogyro from 
Perth as well.  Fife Airport had laid on a range of kiddies rides and 
stalls and we reckon we probably had more than a thousand people 
through the gate during the day – perhaps closer to two thousand. 



Fife Airport Open Day and Fly-In September 2019 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter – if you have any articles, points of view, photos, 
etc, that you would like to share with the other members through the Newsletter, please 

send them to the Editor – Alan Laing – at . alandi@globalnet.co.uk

 


