
Newsletter: SPECIAL EDITION                                                                                                             February 2021 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chairman’s Welcome   

I’m delighted to introduce this special issue of Fife Flying Club Newsletter.  Editor Alan Laing is bringing us a 
photo preview of the new premises at the airfield.  Jim Watt, MD of Tayside Aviation Ltd, has invested 
considerable time and money transforming what was essentially an airstrip with a restaurant into an 
environment dedicated to pilots and aviation.  Some final fitting out and landscaping is still to be 
completed but I think it already looks fantastic and takes Fife back to 1998 when it won “Flyer” magazine’s 
Airfield of the Year.  However, the décor is definitely not 1998 – it’s bang up to date.  This project has been 
personally driven by Jim Watt, and he deserves the full support of Fife Flying Club, the other operators on 
the airfield and the general aviation community, near and far.  We wish him every success.  As soon as PPL 
training and rental re-commence we will hold our somewhat delayed 2021 AGM and club members will be 
invited to come along and check out the facilities at the same time.  The date will be notified in due course 
so watch this space ! 

Chris Anderson 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to the Skyview Café at Fife Airport! 

 

The view as you come through the door….. 



The old office has become a welcoming reception area, with a new meeting cubicle 
with table and chairs to the left – this can be used as necessary by visiting pilots, staff, 
etc. 

 

The area in front of the reception will soon have some “soft furnishings” – 
settees or other comfortable seating and coffee tables.  An aviation book and 
magazine collection will be kept in the storage shelves visible in the photo on 
page 1 – we can all contribute to that as time goes by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What used to be the “back classroom” area, which subsequently became a 
kitchen preparation area, has now been divided into three briefing rooms – the 
middle room will house a mini-flight simulator – a mock cockpit is being 
constructed around the simulator panel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefing Room 1. 



 

 

The simulator – note the 
old aircraft windshield on 
the right that will be 
incorporated into the mock 
cockpit surround. 
 
 
 

Jim Watt tells us that currently there are 18 privately owned aircraft resident at Fife, 
and there is room in the hangars for a few more.  Efforts will be made to attract more 
residents. 
He intends to base four Tayside aircraft at Fife – three Warriors and a Cherokee.   
In addition, there will be two full-time and two part-time instructors at Fife – allowing 
for seven days a week coverage.  There should be at least one full-time and one part-
time instructor at the airfield at any one time. 
In addition to the resident aircraft, there are now seven helicopters based at Skyhook 
Helicopters and Kingdom Helicopters.  They are housed in the hangars at the west 
end of the airfield, but will be sharing the new facilities at the Skyview Café.  One 
event planned for when things get back to normal is a “Helicopter Ride” gift voucher 
day. 
Skydive St. Andrews will continue to be based at Fife and has a fleet of up to three 
aircraft – a Cessna 185, a Cessna 206 and a GippsAero GA-8 Airvan.   
The white portacabin that was used for Tayside operations has now gone, and the old 
instructor’s office (behind the white door opposite where the portacabin used to 
stand) will be used for booking out/in Tayside flights.  Jim Watt suggests that this 
activity might move to the new radio shack as there is a lot of space there that 
otherwise might not be used. 



In the Skyview Café, there is a new 
cashless payment system and a good 
strong wifi signal everywhere – 
really handy for getting online and 
flight planning.  Two big screens will 
be put up showing alternating views 
of Flightradar and local weather. 
The main “restaurant area” as was 
has been refloored, and there are 
plenty of tables at the windows to allow visitors to sit and watch the planes while 
enjoying tea, coffee and snacks.  The café menu and opening hours are still to be 
decided, with the range of food increasing as time goes by. 
A new fuel pump has been installed which can be operated manually or via a “fob” 
system – all aircraft resident at Fife 
will receive a fob that will allow 
them to fuel as and when they wish 
(after training on the system).  The 
pump will recognise the fob and bill 
each aircraft owner or group 
accordingly.  The pump will be left 
on 24/7 so that fuelling can take 
place at the convenience of the 
owners (although normal flying curfew hours will still apply). 
Jim is targeting early to mid-March to be “open” for the allowable commercial 
training under the current COVID restrictions.   

A radio room with an excellent view…. 



 
 
Inside the rear of the 
radio cabin – this area 
may be used in future for 
booking in and out. 
 
The radio shack has its 
own built-in generator 
that can be used should 
there be a power failure 
at the airport. 

 
 
 
The old instructor’s office has been 
refurbished (still a bit of painting to 
do) to allow for booking in and out of 
Tayside aircraft. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
For runway 
checks and 
rescue – a 
new recovery 
vehicle.  
Fitted with 
tow hooks 
front and 
rear, and 
complete 
with a winch 
on the front. 
 
 
The new fuel pump – still 
to be programmed up 
with the details of Fife 
Airport and the fuel price, 
etc.  The red spot is where 
we will scan our fobs 
when taking on fuel. 
There will also be a mini-
bowser (2,500 litre) for 
UL91 “mogas” equivalent 
fuel for the microlighters.  
Pricing for Avgas and 
UL91 will be in accord 
with current prices.  
As soon as we can get to 
the airfield, the Club will 
be re-installing the webcams that had to be taken off of the old portacabin.  The Raspberry 
Pi computer used to host the cameras proved to be very stable so will be retained.  We are 
also looking at getting an ADSB ground station for the airfield.  The Club website will be 
getting a refresh to match the new facilities.  Last year we successfully relocated the 
weather station to the south side of the airfield from which we are getting much more 
accurate wind direction and speed readings. 



 
Meanwhile, outside, work is 
still in progress.   
The radio antenna connection 
and power will be run under 
the paved area to the new 
radio cabin. 
The old portacabin has gone 
and its footprint will be mono-
blocked to match the rest of 
the surface.  The fence will run 
along the front of the new 
paved area and the old grass area has been nearly doubled in size.  New picnic tables and 
chairs will be in place soon. 
A new path is being laid outside 
the new fence line, with steps 
down to the apron area.  
Improvements will be made in 
the car park, drainage around 
the site and the old road 
behind the hangars will 
eventually be reinstated to 
allow vehicles to get to the far 
end of the site without driving 
onto the apron.  
All-in-all a substantial amount of work has been done at Fife to significantly upgrade the 
airport and facilities to modern standards – and to make it attractive to pilots from the UK 
and beyond.   
Jim Watt has to be applauded for the vision, commitment and investment he has made in 
Fife – and here’s hoping for a great summer of flying to end the COVID nonsense and to get 
the “new” Fife Airport off to a flying start and make it the success it deserves to be.  It will 
be great to welcome pilots from all over to the new facilities.  The Club looks forward to a 
“grand opening” which we might try to combine with the Club AGM.    

                                                                                                                                            -  AL 
------------------------------------------------- 


